Before the 
Federal Communications Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20554 


In the Matter of ) WT Docket No. 98-143 

1998 Biennial Regulatory Review--- ) RM-9148 
Amendment of Part 97 of the Commissiones ) RM-9150 
Amateur Service Rules ) RM-9196 


) 
) 


COMMENTS OF 


Rochester Amateur Radio Association, Inc. P.O. Box 93333, Rochester, New 
York. 

We the Board of Directors for the Rochester Amateur Radio Association, Inc. 
File these comments on November 16, 1998 in the FCCes Notice of Proposed 
Rule Making WT Docket 98-143. 


The Board of Directors would support a reduction in the number of Amateur 
license classes from six to four provided that any class that would be 
modified or eliminated would not incur a loss of any existing operating 
privileges presently held by that license class. 


The Board would support a reduction in the code speed requirement currently 
required for operation on the frequencies below 50 megahertz to the minimum 
code speed required by current international treaties. We suggest that 
additional emphasis in the examinations on subjects such as proper operating 
procedures and practices, radio frequency radiation safety, and digital 
communications would offset the skill and knowledge that was required by 
code proficiency. 


The board would support the FCCes position that Advanced class operators 
should be authorized to administer the General class code and theory 
examinations. 


The Board of Directors would support the cessation of issuing Radio Amateur 
Civil Emergency Service station licenses since previous action by the FCC 
allows any amateur station that has been properly registered with a civil 
defense organization to act as a RACES station. 


The Rochester Amateur Radio Association, Inc. is a 700 plus member 
organization with five affiliated or associated clubs in Rochester, New 
York. RARA has been an institution in the area for over sixty-seven years 
and regularly provides volunteers for community related public service 
events, classes and more. Rochester Amateur Radio Association, Inc. with 
its membership is the largest Amateur Radio Public Service Club in New York 
State and the fifth or sixth largest Amateur Radio Public Service Club in 
the United States. We as the Board of Directors for this organization feel 
the responsibility and privilege to express our concerns and recommendations 
on this Proposed Rule Making WI Docket 98-143. 


Submitted by: 


Richard R. Wells. 
President 


P.O. Box 93333 
November 16, 1998 


